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POETRY 

    STANZAWI SE EXPLANATI ON OF THE POEM 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 8.  Meadow Surprises 

 

 

 

 

      The meadow of f er s sever al sur pr ises t o t he one who has an eager  eye t o look at  t he 

meadow. Walking on t he sof t  velvet y gr ass, t he sound of  t he br ook, a but t er f ly sipping nect ar  

f r om t he f lower s, all such sight s give immense pleasur e. These sight s ar e no less t han t he 

nat ur e’s sur pr ise gif t . 

       Walking f ur t her  on, one may f ind a r abbit  hidden in t he gr ass. One may not  be able t o see 

it  inst ant ly, but  soon it  would hop in f r ont  of  you because it  would be scar ed. A dandelion t hat  

was golden a couple of  days ago would have also bloomed. 

        One could f ind sever al houses in t he meadows. Ther e would be bur r ows in t he gr ound, 

nest s beneat h t he t all gr asses, mounds f or  ant s and so on. For  ever y per son t her e would be 

some or  t he ot her  sur pr ise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meadows have sur pr ises, 

You can f ind t hem if  you look; 

Walk sof t ly t hr ough t he velvet  gr ass, 

And list en by t he br ook. 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  not es t hat  a meadow has sever al sur pr ises. 

Explanat ion I f  one pays at t ent ion, a meadow has sever al sur pr ises t o of f er . I t  is a gr eat  

pleasur e t o walk t hr ough t he velvet y sof t  gr ass and hear  t he sound of  t he br ook. 

 

SOUL OF THE POEM 

St anza 1 



 

 

 2                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 

 

 

You may see a but t er f ly 

Rest  upon a but t er cup 

And unf old it s dr inking st r aws 

To sip t he nect ar  up. 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  descr ibes a beaut if ul sight  one may encount er  in t he meadows. 

Explanat ion I n t he meadows, it  is possible t o come acr oss a but t er f ly comf or t ably placed upon 

her  but t er cup or  f lower s f ull of  nect ar . I t  would seem as if  t he but t er f ly is sipping nect ar  f r om 

t he buds and f lower s wit h t he help of  a dr inking st r aw. 

 

  

 

You may scar e a r abbit  

Who is sit t ing ver y st ill; 

Though at  f ir st  you may not  see him, 

When he hops you will. 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  descr ibes yet  anot her  beaut if ul sight . 

Explanat ion Walking on t he sof t  gr ass, one may not  be immediat ely able t o see t he r abbit  hiding 

t her e. The r abbit  might  get  f r ight ened by our  f oot st eps and would hop out  of  t he gr ass. That  

indeed is a sight  wor t h wat ching. 

                                         

 

 

A dandelion whose f uzzy head 

Was golden days ago 

Has t ur ned t o air y par achut es 

That  f lut t er  when you blow. 

St anza 2 

St anza 4 

St anza 3 
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Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  descr ibes t he sight  of  buds t r ansf or ming int o f lower s. 

Explanat ion Dandelions or  br ight  yellow f lower s, t hat  appear ed golden sever al days ago have 

bloomed and f lut t er  as you go near  and blow at  t hem. 

 

  

Explor e t he meadow houses, 

The bur r ows in t he gr ounds, 

A nest  beneat h t all gr asses, 

The ant ’s amazing mound. 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  descr ibes cer t ain houses t hat  ar e t o be seen in t he meadows. 

Explanat ion I f  one explor es t he meadows, one comes acr oss var ious houses. Ther e ar e bur r ows 

in t he gr ound meant  f or  smaller  animals. Some nest s ar e f ound beneat h t he t all gr ass and 

mounds f or  t he ant s ar e also t her e. 

 

 

Oh! Meadows have sur pr ises 

And many t hings t o t ell; 

You may discover  t hese your self , 

I f  you look and list en well. 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Lois Br andt  Phillips’ poem, ‘Meadow Sur pr ises.’       

Cont ext  The poet  r eit er at es t he f act  t hat  a meadow has sever al sur pr ises. 

Explanat ion I f  one is able t o pay a lit t le at t ent ion, look and list en well, one may f ind sever al 

 beaut if ul sur pr ises in t he meadows. 

 

 

 

 

 

St anza 5 

St anza 6 
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    NCERT Folder  

 

 

1.  Read the lines in which the f ollowing phrases occur.  Then discuss wit h your part ner 

t he meaning of  each phrase in it s cont ext .  

(i)   Velvet  grass         (ii) drinking st raws   (iii) meadow houses 

(iv)  amazing mound      (v) f uzzy head 

(i) The velvet  gr ass means sof t  gr ass t hat  almost  f eels like f ur  or  velvet . 

(ii) Dr inking st r aws mean t hat  it  appear s as if  t he but t er f lies ar e sipping 

nect ar  f r om t he f lower s wit h t he st r aws. 

(iii) Meadow houses ar e a r ef er ence t o sever al houses which inhabit  t he 

insect s, bir ds and animals t hat  live in t he meadows. Such as bur r ows, nest s 

and mounds. 

(iv) The amazing mound is a r ef er ence t o t he mound cr eat ed by t he ant s as 

t heir  dwelling place. 

(v) Fuzzy head r ef er s t o t he heads of  t he br ight  yellow f lower s which have a 

beaut if ul t ext ur e. 

 2.  (i) Which line in the poem suggest s that  you need a keen eye and a sharp ear t o

   enj oy a meadow? Read aloud t he stanza that  cont ains t his line.  

 “You may discover  t hese your self , I f  you look and list en well.” 

(ii) Find pict ures of  t he kinds of  birds,  insect s and scenes ment ioned in t he poem.  

   Do it  your self . 

 3.  Wat ch a t ree or a plant ,  or walk across a f ield or park at  t he same t ime everyday

  f or a week.  Keep a diary of  what  you see and hear.  At  the end of  the week,  write 

  a short  paragraph or a poem about  your experiences.  Put  your writ ing up on t he 

  class bullet in board.  

Dur ing t he summer s, I  obser ved t he holy Basil plant  placed in t he cour t yar d dying, 

due t o lack of  wat er . 

So, I  decided t o wat er  it  r egular ly. I  r ealised t hat  t he f ir st  f ew days, t her e was 

har dly any change in t he plant . On t he f our t h day, t iny leaves emer ged on it s br anches. 

Soon, t hose t iny leaves gr ew int o f ull leaves and t he ent ir e plant  seemed t o have bloomed 

f ully. 

 

Working wit h t he poem 
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Chapt er Pract ice 

 

 

 

1.  What  kind of  surprise could be f ound while walking on t he grass? 

 Walking on t he velvet y sof t  gr ass, one der ives immense pleasur e. 

2.  Why is one unable t o see a rabbit  init ially? 

One is unable t o spot  a r abbit  in t he gr ass because it  is sit t ing ver y st ill. Only when it  

hops, is one able t o see it . 

3.  What  is t he but terf ly busy doing? 

But t er f ly seems t o be busy in sucking nect ar  f r om t he f lower s. I t  appear s as if  t he 

but t er f ly uses a dr inking st r aw t o do so. 

 

 

 

1.  Which all houses are characterised by the term ‘meadow houses’? 

Bur r ows in t he gr ound meant  f or  smaller  animals, nest s beneat h t he t all gr ass f or   

bir ds and mounds f or  ant s ar e t he var ious houses t hat  ar e char act er ised by t he t er m, 

‘meadow houses.’ While explor ing t he meadows one can see all of  t hese. 

2.  Describe the various sight s that  one comes across in t he meadows.  

I n t he meadows, one comes acr oss var ious beaut if ul sight s. One is able t o see 

but t er f lies sipping nect ar  f r om t he f lower s. 

One encount er s a r abbit  t hat  suddenly hops in f r om of  you, one is able t o see 

dandelions t r ansf or m f r om buds t o f lower s and seek t he pleasur e of  seeing t hem f lut t er . 

Only in t he meadows is it  possible t o see bur r ows, mounds, nest s all placed near ly in t he 

same ar ea. 

The f eeling of  walking t hr ough t he sof t  velvet  like gr ass can only be under st ood by 

t hose who have been t o t he meadows. 

 

 

 

Very short  answer t ype quest ions 

Short  answer type quest ions 
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Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ion (Q.  Nos> 1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Meadows have sur pr ises, 

You can f ind t hem if  you look; 

Walk sof t ly t hr ough t he velvet  gr ass, 

And list en by t he br ook. 

You may see a but t er f ly 

Rest  upon a but t er cup 

And unf old it s dr inking st r aws 

To sip t he nect ar  up. 

1.  What  surprises do t he meadows have t o of f er you? 

 Meadows have t oo many sur pr ises of f er  in t he f or m of  pleasur e of  t he sounds of  

br ook and f eeling  of  sof t  velvet y gr ass. 

2.  Why is it  a great  pleasure t o walk through the meadows? 

 I t  is a gr eat  pleasur e t o walk t hr ough t he meadows because it s gr ass is as sof t  as 

velvet  t hat  gives you a pleasant  walk. 

3.  What  does t he poet  call ‘but tercup’ as? why? 

 The poet  f igur at ively uses t he wor d ‘but t er cup’ f or  f lower s and buds. The poet  calls 

t hem so because t hey of f er  a lot  of  sweet  nect or  t o t he but t er f lies, t o sip. 

4.  What  must  have been called as the ‘drinking st raws’ by t he poet ? 

(a) Plast ic pipes t o dr ink j uices 

(b) Twigs of  t he t r ees in bushes 

(c) Pr oboscis of  t he insect s 

(d) The st r aw t hat  t he poet  car r ier  wit h himself  t o dr ink r iver  wat er . 

 (c) Pr oboscis of  t he insect s. 

5.  Which word in t he poem is a synonym of  ‘sup’ or ‘drink wit h mouthf uls’? 

(a) Sip     (b) Unf old     (c) Suck    (d) Br ook 

 (a) Sip 

Ext ract  1 
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6.  Which is t he word in the ext ract  t hat  means ‘a liquid sweet  j uice? 

(a) Velvet      (b) Meadow     (c) Br ook      (d) Nect ar  

 (d) Nect ar  

 

 

         

Direct ions (q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Explor e t he meadow houses, 

The bur r ows in t he gr ounds, 

A nest  beneat h t all gr asses, 

The ant ’s amazing mound. 

Oh! Meadows have sur pr ises 

And many t hings t o t ell; 

You may discover  t hese your self , 

I f  you look and list en well. 

1.  What  does t he poet  ref er t o ‘meadow houses’? 

 The houses of  bir ds i.e. nest s beneat h t he t all gr ass, t he dwellings of  r abbit s, i.e. 

holes in t he gr ound and mounds f or  t he ant s ar e called as ‘meadow houses’ by t he poet . 

2.  What  is amazing about  he mounds of  the ants? 

 The mounds of  t he ant s ar e made of  such a sof t  soil as is ext r emely dif f icult  t o pile 

t he way t he ant s do. They wor k ver y diligent ly t o cr eat e t heir  house. 

3.  Which all surprises must  the poet  be talking about  in t hese st anzas? 

  The poet  t alks about  t he sur pr ises of  t he beaut y of  nat ur e, like amazing chir ping 

sounds of  bir ds and humming sounds of  bees and insect s. He t alks about  t he sof t  velvet y 

gr ass and t he beaut if ul gr eener y all ar ound. 

4.  Who can f eel t he delight  of  t he surprises that  meadows of f er? 

(a) A passive passer by. 

(b) An eager  passer -by wit h his eyes and ear s wide open. 

(c) A per son who t akes phot ogr aphs of  it . 

(d) A hunt er . 

 (b) An eager  passer by wit h his eyes and ear s wide open. 

Ext ract  2 
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5.  Which word in t he ext ract  means,  ‘house’? 

(a) Mounds     ( b) Meadows    (c) Nest s      (d) Bur r ows 

           (d) Bur r ows 

6.  Which word is the opposite of  ‘badly’? 

(a) Look     (b) Many     (c) Well      (d) Amazing 

 (c) Well 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


